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SPA 

Spa'ddlf. n.f [Diminutive of fade.] A little fpade. 

Others deftroy moles with a Jpadd.'e, waiting in the rtiorti*- 
ings and evenings for them. Moriimer's Husbandry. 

Spade, n.f. [ypao, Saxon ; fpade, Mandick and Dutch.] 

1. The inltrument of digging. 

Take the air of the ccrth new turned up, by digging with 
the fpade, or (landing by him that diggeth. Bacon. 

Many learned men atiirm, that fomc ifthmes have been eat 
through by the fea, and others cut by the Jpade. Brown. 

His next advance was to the foldier’s trade, 

Where if he did not nimbly ply the Jpade, 

His furly officer ne’er fail’d to crack 
His knotty cudgel on his tougher back. 

Here nature never difference made 
Between thefeeptre and the fpade. 

1. A deer three years old. 

3. A fuit of cards. 

Spa'diceous. adj. [fpadiceus, Latin.] 

Of thofe five Scaliger beheld, though one was fpadiceous, or 
of a light red, and two inclining to red, yet was there not 
anv of this complexion among them. Brown’s Vulgar Eircws. 
Spadj'li.e. n.f. [fpadillc, or efpadille, French] The ace of 
fpadcs at ombre. 

Spagy'ri. k. adj. [ Ipagyricus, Lat. A word coined by Para- 
cefus from fpahe r , a fcarcher, Tcutonick.J Chymical. 
Spa'cyrist. n.f. Achymift. 

This change is fo unexampled, that though among the more 
curious fpagyrijls it be very well known, yet many naturalifts 
cannot eafily believe it. Boyle. 

Spake. The old preterite of /peak. 

So fpake the archangel Michael, then paus’d. Milton. 
Spall, n.f. [efpatde, French.] Shoulder. Out of ufe. 

Their mighty ftrokes their haberions difmay’d, 

And naked made each others manly JpoHcs. Fairfax. 

Spalt, or Spelt, n.f. A white, fcaly, mining ftone, frequently 
ufed to promote the fufion of metals. Bailey. 

SPAN. n.f. [j-pan, j-ponne, Saxon; fpanna, Ital. fpan, Dutch.] 
1. The fpace from the end of the thumb to the end of the little 
finger extended. 

A foot, the length of it, is a fixth part of the flatute; a 
fpan, one eight; a palm, or hand’s breadth, one twenty-fourth ; 
a thumb’s breadth, or inch, one feventy-fecond ; and a fore¬ 
finger’s breadth one ninety-fixth. Holder on Time. 

Will you with counters fum 
The vaft proportion of his infinite ? 

And buckle in a wafte moil fathomlefs. 

With fpans and inches fo diminutive 

As fears and reafons ? Shakcfp. Troilus and Creffida. 

Sum how brief the life of man 
Runs his erring pilgrimage. 

That the ftrctching of a jpan 

Buckles in his fum of age. Shakefpeare. 

When I removed the one, although but at the diftance of 
a fpan, the other would ffand like Hercules’s pillar. Brown. 
7. Any ihort duration. 

You have fcarcc time 

To fical from fprritual leifure a brief fpan, , 

To keep your earthly audit Shakcfp. Henry \ III. 

The virgin’s part, the mother and the wife. 

So well Ihc adted in this Jpan of life. 

Then confcicnce, unreflrain’d by fears, began 
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To ftrctch her limits, and extend the Jpan. Dryden. 

Life’s but a fpan. I’ll cv’ry inch enjoy. Farqhuar. 

To Span. v. a. 

1. To meafure by the hand extended. 

Oft on the well-known fpot I fix my eyes. 

And fpan the diftance that between us lies. Tickell. 

2. To meafure. 

My furveyor is falfe; the o’er great cardinal 
Hath fhew’d him gold; my life is fpann’d already. Shakcfp. 

This foul doth Jpan the world, and hang content 
From either pole unto the centre; 

Where in each room of the well-furnifh’d tent 
He lies warm, and without adventure. Herbert. 

Harry, whofe tuneful and well-mcafur’d fong 
Firft taught our Englilh mufick how to fpan 
Words with juft note and accent, not to fcan 
With Midas’ cars, counting fhort and long. 
ikPAN. The preterite of fpin. Sec Spin. 

Together furioufly they ran, 1 

That to the ground came horfe and man ; r 

The blood out of their helmets fpan, t ' 

So (harp were their encounters. Drayton s NympLul. 

Spa'ncounter. \n.f [from fpan, counter and farthing.] A 
JSpa'nfarthinc. J play at which money is thrown within a 

fpan or mark. . . 

Tell the king, that for his father’s fake, Henry V. in whole 
time boys went to Jpancounter for French crowns, I am content 
he fhall reign. Shakefpeare s Henry VI. 

Boys fhall not play 

At f encounter or blowpoint, but fhall pay 
Toll to fome courtier. 


SPA 

His chief foiace is to fieal down, and play at fpanfarthint 
with the page. ^ 

Spang. n. J. [fpange, Dutch.] This word feems to have fig- 
nified a duller ot lhining bodies. * 

The colours that fhew bell by candlelight are white, carna¬ 
tion, and a kind of fea-water green; and ouches or Jpangs, 
as they are of no great coft, fo they are of moil glory. Bacon. 
Spa'ngle. n.f. [Jpange, German, a buckle, a locket: whence 
oher fpangen, ear-iing-.] 

1 . A fmall plate or bols of filming metal. 

2. Any thing fparkiing and fhining. 

As hoary froll with fp angles doth attire 
The mefly branches of an oak half dead. 

Thus in a Harry night fond children cry 
For the rich jpangles that adorn thefky. 

'I he twinhhng fpangles, the ornaments of the upper world 
lofc their beauty and magnificence : vulgar fpeclators fee them 
but as a confufed huddle of petty illuminants. Giaitul, 
That now the dew with fp angles deck’d tie ground, 

A fweetcr fpot of earth was never found. Dryden. 

To Spa'ngle. v. a. [from the noun.] To befprinkle with 
fpangles or fhining bodies. 

They never meet in grove or green. 

By fountain clear, or fpangled ftarlight fhecn. Si.akefpcare. 

What fears do Jpangle heaven with fuch beauty. 

As thofe two eyes becon\e that heavenly face, bhakejptare. 

Unpin that fpangled breallplate which you wear, 

That th’ eyes of bufy fools may be flopt there. Donne. 
Four faces each 

Had, like a double Janus; all their ihape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than thofe 
Of Argus. Aliltoiis Par. LoJI. 

Then appear’d 

Spangling the hemifphere, then firft adorn’d 

With the bright luminaries, that fet and refer Milan. 

The fpacious firmament on high. 

With all the blue ethcrial fky, 

And fpangl’d heav’ns, a fhining frame. 

Their great Original proclaim. Addifoits Sf-ellator. 

Spa'niel. n.f. [hifpaniolus, Latin; efpagncu', French.] 

1. A dog ufed for fports in the field, remarkoble for fagacity and 
obedience. 

Divers days I followed his fteps ’till I found him, having 
newly met with an excellent Jpaniel belonging to his dead 
companion. Sidney. 

There are arts to reclaim the wildcft men, as there are to 
make fpaniels fetch and carry: chide’em often, and feed’em 
feldom. Dryden s Spanijb Fryar. 

2. A low, mean, fncaking fellow; a courtier; a dedicator; a 
penfioner; a dependant; a placeman. 

I mean fweet words. 

Low crooked curtefies, and bafe fpaniel fawning. Shakcfp. 

I am your fpaniel ; and, Demetrius, 

■ The more you beat me I will fawn on you. Shakefpeare. 
To Spa'niel. v. n. [from the noun] "Fo fawn on; to play 
the fpaniel. 

The hearts 

That fpanicr,d me at heels, to whom I gave 
Their wifhes, dodifeandy and melt their fweets 
On bloflbming Csefar. Shakefpeare. 

Spanish Broom, n.f. [ geni/la juncea, Lat.] A plant fo calle , 
as being a native of Spain: it hath pliant branches, leaves placed 
alternately, flowers of the pea-bloom kind, fucceeded by 
fmooth pods, containing fevcral kidney-fhaped feeds in each. 
Miller. 

Spanish Nut. n.f. [fifyrinchium, Latin.] A plant. 

It hath a flower rcfembling the iris, from whence it diners 
in having a double root, one lying over another, after the 
fame manner as thofe of crocus and gladiolus. Milbr. 
Spa'nker. n.f. A fmall coin. 

Your cure too colls you but a fpanker. Denkam. 

Spa'nner. n.f. The lock of a fufee or carabine. Bauy 
My prince’s court is now full of nothing but bufheoats, 
fpanners, and mulket-rcfts. 

Spar, n.f 

Marcafite. . 

Spar is a mixed body, confiding of cryftal incorpo ( 
fometimes with lac Iwur, and fometimes with / 

ftony, earthy, or metallick matter. '' 55 “ " 

Some ftoncs, as fpar of lead, diflblvcd in proper^ 
flruums, become falls. , A'***' 

2. [Spatre, Dutch.] A fmall beam; the bar of a gate. 

t- e n .» .. «, To fiaht with prelufive ftrokes. 
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To Spar. v. n. 

To Spar. v. a. [ypappan, Saxon; fperren, 
{hut; to clofe; to bar. 

And if he chance come when I am abroad, 
Sparre the yate fall for fear of fraud ; 

Me for all his word, nor for his beft, 

Open the door at his requeft. 

Six gates i’ th’ city with mafly flaples. 

And correfponfivc and fulfilling bolts, 

Spar up the fons of T roy. 
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SPA 

Yet for (he yode thereat half agr.ft, . 

And Kiddie the door jtarre! alter her taft. . v \\ . u 

Spa'rABLE. n.f [ppappan, Saxon, t® Tul• cm] -n:a nai. 
c-.^amap. n. f [In pharmacy.] A ceteci 1. 

SP With application of the common -fparafrap-ioc iflues, this 
ulcer was by a fontanel kept open. IVfftman» N r .ry. 

To SPARE, v.a. [jlpapah, Saxon ;• fpatrtn, Dutch; efparj.e, 

1 *To ufe "frugally} not to wafte; not to con fume. . 

Thou thv father’s thunder did ft not fpare. ■ MUtoi. 



Milton. 


weighty charge he bellowed 011 prayer, an-J lervihgot v.-ou. 
he oftentimes fpent the night alone in church-praying, his 
head-piece, gorget, and gauntlets lying by him. h odes. 
He had no bread to fpare. 1 Fltray c. 

Only the foolilh virgins entertained this foolifh conceit, that 
there mieht be an overplus of grace fufiieient :o lupplv their 
want; but the wife knew not of any that they nad . , are, 
but fu'ppofed all that they had little enough. Trlctfcn. 

Let a pamphlet come in a proper juncture, and even one 
who can fpare a {billing {hail be a fubferiber. Swift. 

To do without; to lofs willingly. 

J ' I could have better fpat ’d a better man. Shak. Hen. IV. 
For his mind, I do not care, 

That’s a toy that I could Jpare-, 

Let his title be but great, 

His clothes rich, and band fit neat. Ben. JJmfon. 

Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine; 

But pain is perfect mifery. 

Now fhc might fpare the ocean, and oppole 
Your conduct to the ficrceit of her foes. Waller. 

The fair blefling we vouchf'ate to fend; 

Nor can we fpare you long, tiro’ often we may lend. Dryd. 
4. To omit; to forbear. 

We might have fpcer'd our coming. Milton. 

Be pleas’d your politicks to fpare ; 

I’m old enough, and can rnyfelf take care. . Dryden. 

J. To ufe tenderly; to forbear; to treat with pity; not to 
afflict; not to deftroy; to ufe with mercy. 

Spare us, good Lord. Common Prayer. 

Who will fet the difeipline of wifdr.m over mine heart, 
that they f are me not for my ignorances ? Fee/us xxiii 2. 
Doth not each look a flafh of lightning feel! 

Which Jpare- the body’s {heath, but melts the llctl. Cleavel. 
Dim fadnefs did not Jpare 

Cclcftial vifages. Milton. 

Lcfs pleafure take brave minds in battles won 
Than in reftoring fuch as arc undone: 

Tygcrs have courage, and the rugged bear; 

But man alone can whom he conquers jpare. H'allcr. 

Spare me one hour ? O fpare me but a moment. Irene. 

6. To grant; to allow; to indulge. 

Set me in the remotell piace, 

1 hat Neptune’s frozen arms embrace; 

Where angry Jove did never far- 

One breath of kind and temperate air. Roftpmrr.on. 

7. To forbear to inflifl or impofe. 

Spare my remembrance; ’twas a guilty dav; 

And Hill the hjufti hangs here. Dryd. AH for Love. 

O fpare this great, this good, this aged kin<r. 

And fpare your foul the crime ! Dryden s Spanijb Fryar. 
Spare my fight the pain 

Of feeing what a world of tears it coils you. Dryden. 
To Spare, v.n. 

l. 1 o live frugally; to be parcimonious; to be not liberal. 

H' has wherewithal: in him 

Sparing would fliow a worfe fin than ill do£lrine. Shakcfp. 
"1 hole wants, which they rather teared than felt, would 
well enough be overcome by jj-a-ing and patience. Knoliet. 
Our labours late anH early every morning, 

Midft Winter frofts, then dad and fed with haring. 

Rife t6 our toils. * Otway. 

Ood has not been fo /faring to rrfen to make them “barely 
two-legged creatures, and left it to Ariftotle to make them 
rational. Loc'-e 

When they difeover the paffionate defire of fame in the am¬ 
bitious man, they become Jparing and fus ing in their commen¬ 
dations; they envy him the fatisfaclion of an appiaufe. Addf. 
New a rdervoir to keep and fare, 

1 he next a fountain Ipouting through his heir. Po f e. 

No flatute in his favour fays 
How free pr frugal I {hall pafs my days; 

Who at feme times fpcnJ, at others fpare, 

LiviJcd beiw.-eii. urcleflhefs and care. Potc 

• I o forbear; to be ferupuious. 

His lohliers Jyared no; to fay that they ftiould be unkindly 
d j ,f tiH ‘X were defrauded of the fpoil. Knollcs 

In thefe relatferis, although he be more dating, his predc- 
valors were ver** ,, » tp- ,** . 

'C., . merous Brown j Fsget?Linars. 

1 o pluck and eat my fill I far’d not. AMion. 


iSP A 

?. -To ufe mercy; to forgive; to be tender. . . 

J 1 heir king:, out cd princely ieding, w as /paring and com- 
paflionate towards his iubjeets. Bacon. 

Spare, adj. 

1. Scanty; not abundant; parcunonuus. ... 

He wus jpare, hut dife.ect of ' ,-c ■■ b ; better conceiving than 
ijclivcrinj:; equally flout and kind -C,-new’s Sierv, af'Cornwal. 

Men oupht to beware, that they ufe not exercilc -ad a f’-are 
diet both. ° ‘MMs NaUcva. Hijhry. 

Join wife thee cairn ;>eace a'el quiet; 

Spa e fad, that oft with gc-.'s doth. diet. Aon.ton. 

The malt rs of the world wee >d up wife fee diet; 
and the young gentlemen ot Rome Icit no want ot flrcngtn, 
becanfe they ate but once a day. 1 Locke. 

2 . Superfluous; ui wi. r I. 

If that r.o Jpa e . loth# he bad to give, ^ 

His own coat he would etc, and it diitrib»ute glad. F. 

As any of our ck waxed weil, lie might be removed; lor 
which purpofe there were fet forth ten Jpa c chambers. Bacon. 

Learning Items more adapted to ;hc female world than to 
thc.ma e. becatiie they have more Jpare time upon their hands, 
an lead a more fedentary life. Addf on f Spectator. 

In m y/pare hours you ve had your part; 

Lv’n now my .crvilc hand your fevereign will obeys. Lorr. 
5. Lean; wanting fleth; nuciknu 

Ogive inq y au cjpare men, and fpare me the great ones. Sh. 

If my name were liable to leal, 

J do not know the man I Ihouiu avoid 

So loon as that fpare Cafliu*. Shakcfp. Jul us C "far. 

Hi- vifage drawn he left to Iharp and pare, 

Kis arms clung to ilia libs. ■ Miltons Farad. LoJI. 
Sparf n.J. [Irom the verb.] Parcimony; frugal ufe; hufeandry. 
Not in ull-. > k: i 

Our victuals failed us, though wc had made good /pare of 
them. Bacon. 

£p.\'r r. v. /. [(mm jpare. J One who avoids expence. 

By nature far from profjii.on, and yet a greater Jparer tlian 
a fever; for though he had fuch means to accumulate, yet his 
iotts, garrifons, and his leadings, wherein he was only lump- 
tuous, could not but foak his Exchequer. I Hot ton. 

Spa'riRic. n.J. [Jpare and tip.[ Some part cutoff from the 
ribs ; as, a Jpare ib of pv; k. 

Spargefa'ction. n.f. fpargo, Lat.] The a<Sl of fprinkling. 
Spa'rinC. adj. [from jpaie .J 

1. Scarce; little. 

Of this there is wife you faring memory or none; but we 
have large knowledge thereof: Bacon. 

2. Scanty; not plentiful. 

If much excrcife, then ufe a plentiful diet; and if fparing 
diet, then little excrcife. Bacon. 

Good air, folitary groves, and fparing diet, fufticient to 
make you fancy yourfi It one of the lathers of thedelcrt. Pope. 

3. Parcimonious ; not liberal. 

Virgil being fo very [parin ■ of his words, and leaving fo 
much to be imagined by the reader, can never be iranllated a# 
he ought in any modern tongue. Dryden. 

'! hough fparing of his grace, to mifehief bent, 

He feldom dees a good with good intent. Dryden. 

Sparingly, adv. [from fparing .] 

1. Not abundantly. 

Give us leave freely to render what we have in charge; 
Or fhall we /paring!, fliew you far oft" 

The dauphin’s meaning? Shakeff. Henry V. 

The b< rdcis whereon you plant fruit-trees fhould be large, 
and fet with fine flowers; but thin and J'paringiy, left they de¬ 
ceive the trees. ‘ 'Bacons Ljflys. 

2. Frugally ; parcimoniouflv ; not lavifhly. 

Speech of touch towards others ftiould be fparingly ufed ; 
for difeourfe ought to be as a held, without coming home to 
any man.. Bac.n's <\ffays. 

High titles of honour were in the king’s minority fparingly 
granted, bccaufc dignity then waited on defect. Haywaid. 
Commend but fparingly whom thou do’fl love; 

Butlefs condemn whom thou do'ft not approve. Denham. 
The morality of a grave lenience, affected by Lucan, is 
m ore fparingly 11 fed by Virgil. LrA.cn. 

3. With abllinencc. 

Chriftians are obliged to tafte even the innocent plcafurcs of 
life but jpaiingly. A tier bury. 

4. iNot with great frequency. 

Our fecraoients, which had been frequented with fo much 
zeal, were approached more JfarlnJy. Atterlm- Js Sermons. 

c. Caiittoufly; tenderly. 

SPARK, it./, [ypeajica, Saxon j fparkc, Dutch.] 

1. A final, particle ot iire, or ki .diej matter. 

Il any marvel how a thing, in iifelf lo vvcak, could import 
any great danger, they n.uft Confidcr not fo much h,w fmall 
thefpaii Is that flieth up, as how apt things about it aie to take 
fire. 0 Hwk r 

I am about to weep; but thinking that 
We ar e a queen, my drops of team i’ll turn 
1 ojparks or hre. Shakefpea-e. 
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